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The Bach Lute Suites

These four suites and miscellaneous additional pieces have been drawn from two sources: Ariel
Publications AM 27616 © 1980 as edited and fingered for guitar by Jerry Willard and Kjos WG100 ©
1989 as edited and fingered by Frank Koonce. I have changed much of the fingering they supplied, which
in turn differs considerably between the two. The fingering appearing here is itself preliminary but may be
useful as a starting point or in comparison with other editions.

A commonly expressed opinion about fingering is that there is no one “right” way, that everyone’s
hands are different. I disagree. It is true that some great guitarists have had damaged or otherwise
exceptional hands and innovative techniques are certainly possible. But guitarists” hands and their
connections to the brain are mostly pretty similar. In any case fluidity of hand movement and the sounds
produced as a result will vary considerably with the fingering used. There are perfect moves for every
situation. Good luck making them!

The music of Bach for the guitar or even for the lute lies some way from the composer’s hand. There
is question as to whether much or even any of this material originally was composed for the lute. Much, in
fact, may have been written for a “mechanical lute,” the lautenwerk, a harpsichord-like keyboard
instrument of the time. This seems congruent with Bach’s involvement with other mechanized instruments
then flourishing, the harpsichord and the organ.

The “BWV” number used in the identification of these pieces is the catalog number in the Bach
Werke Verzeichnis (catalog of Bach’s works) of Wolfgang Schmieder (Leipzig, 1958). This numbering
system is not based on any chronological ordering in the works.

Suite I, BWV 996, is in the original E minor. Suite I, BWV 997, has been transposed from C minor
to A minor. Suite III, BWV 995, derives from Suite V in C minor for cello, BWV 1011, and was further
transposed from the G minor of the lute version to A minor for the guitar. Suite [V, BWV 1006a, derives
from the Violin Partita I1I, BWV 1006, and remains in the original E major. The Prelude, Fugue and
Allegro, BWV 998, has been transposed from E flat major to D. The Prelude, BWV 999, has been
transposed from C minor to D minor.

The fugues BWV 1000 and 1001* are quite similar in that they are both drawn from the Violin Sonata
I'in G minor, BWV 1001. The first is from the historical lute version. Koonce felt that liberties may have
been taken in the lute tablature and therefore transcribed the violin sonata directly for the guitar, producing
the second. Both are transposed to A minor.

- C. Nelson
Santa Ynez Valley

Preliminary edition — Hallowe’en, 2000
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Suite I (bwv 996)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989) J. S. Bach

Weimar (1708 - 1723)

Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (1999)
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Suite II (bwv 997)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)
Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (1999) Leipzig (1723 - 1750)

Prelude
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Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)

Suite III (bwv 995)

Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000)

1.S

. Bach

Leipzig (1723 - 1750)
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Suite IV (bwv 1006a)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)
Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000)

J.S. Bach
Céthen (1717 - 1723)

Prelude
ﬁ 2 ﬂ @
1 Ce® 1 4
A 4 &, - — S o
1 Y 75 “!;!:"P*. T - p P
frs— 17 {27 @ o, o
\\SV 0 i a
—_ — @ :1 i
(f)f LG ¢ r
4 o
" gﬁ 0 4 5 a (
frs—1—"— —— amP g L L L L‘_‘?L
Ag§¥4444444“ : o
ol ¢ ¢
@ a 4
7 0] e ® @ 2SS B SIPAPPPRPHP
1020, Seer EPPD

- 40 -




i

ANV

R e

(anY
A\SV}
)

N -

CVI

3]
P

@

Pl 4

o

]

o
©

e

CIV

A\NV
)

r Gt

F

~1 0

4] 4
@

2
4
o ®

CVI—

2
r A

#‘
f

CVI

Y apte
i

[ [an)
N

CIV

ANV

lie

1 2] .

4]13
o

Y apta—,
Ilﬂ

4]
P,
v

CIV

1 % S

-41 -



N4 'H.. o - y 3 o
AT T — i
\;)\/ — _}C _x [
R T T S
CIv ¢ ¢
;1\9 H H.l L] 4 L] - I
i o/ 2 4
S =" g
T - K

Q/
Q|
~ele
~ele

H|
1y

‘ H|
(1
)

9
|

Ak AR SRR SRS SR SR

CVII
4 4
f585 ¥ #. > ‘"#. o * 310 4 e ° Y3 0 1¢a * o
{rn—1—" i 7] 2 L i
\\SV; 3 ‘Pz S
S ar b r 2
¢V 1
58 ) ¢
[a) H H.l 310 e .'.’ 3 0 o m
Yty b 7 )
Gt ”.
\\SV;
T O S
21 T 0 .3 ¢H'

=
Ky
=
N
L]
lL__LIJ
=
vl g
=1

Do
\l
=
=3
L]
L]
T

A\SVJ

-40 -




o)

(3)

—

C1v

CII

D

CIv

CVII——

»

[

(11

o

o —— ot —— e —— B N — W —| '-%==l

(11

"
Y #un#

79
A 4t

N

76
A 4t
A\SVJ

73
I T

7 B .
\\SV

82
85

A\NV/
A\SV}

< Jj \'\c
L,
N

S

)
@
mnn
o |||~
+ 9
-
L]
o] [| A~
-9
L]
4_

T
LT
+9® e 4
o .
[ ]
‘ _ g %
Y
=
i =Y x
(L Sy 4
e
==
E
= = v
S ™
Oy “\@

-43 -

I"‘

o

¢vII

CIv

91

A\SVJ



§,

i

CIX

CVII

¢IX

94
A\SV

-

ClI

|I7| &

P

Y wpme

[
- 4 %@
2‘ T \ “
At
.‘7 \g -— " \g
L -9
= Y&
<t
1 ||~
L] ~ . |
.
W‘ -
- == =1
8 [ Y
- T
'Y +
N = ()
I Y ~
>
z A
AN
. AHIHHlu
"Jl | P .
o™ '|
— = = =
m. ‘ ‘7_
_ 'Y o
> at
o L
~ ¥ ~
- [ J
A
A 4l AN
. of
L)
S e = '
- v =
L = Iy
| =
==
3 N 3 N
NG NG

(11

2|

P
L

4
=

¢

NKEE. P

[Sel

-9

n

|

-4

+9

-9

¢

106
A 4 B,

Cl—

Y agte

109

(L -

9
ML 2 <%
[®
e v
<+
<9 [, -
-9
-9
< L
<
er| e %
<
o .|
T
| |
T
T ) >t
1 n
T
N B 2%
-
Sla
|
= 3-
SoT i | |0
-~
-
I
=g W\U

4

L -

v

=Y

(L -

(o]

RS

Y T e
bl
"

"0

A\SVJ

- 44 -



Cll——

CVvIl

0

4

—® o

7 [0 @

4

118
121

A\NV/
A\SV}

(2

qv
- 45 -

[
oy [— | .
40Tf/
~ £ e “
@) ot LR
)| P -
d N RO
4; o
~ T8l |~ -~ "
ELJARNNL Jad . 9
Y i =
)
! 3% . < = N
o [le_ Mﬁ p A~ m;
.~ - (. = -8|
= 1 \ 3l_
9 q -» _ =8l
= Y o S
~ N __i||m . Y . =
! N9 -
. Il o | em
S [ _ > \
~t - =4 | N mw
v x i daT
> 9 [ JJ [ —4
O [ N \ T o AL
_ (o] .I. \’\c ‘
- [ Y
_ )
/ : @ ‘
S <A g 4 o =
~ L | g
< d w\'\'\ O A
‘ <
AL — . |
A = o { Yl s
. 01 _ . o
7_,‘ 1 @ Jl
o = 04
[\l | V o o]
[ T = (N, Sy Y e lle_5 <%
i SN - NN 4
e = = E = E = =
=== -] |
= = v = - T = = -
3 S PR 81 3
® NG a7 NG NG 9

137

A\SV/
N
A\SVJ



. b'3' ¢IV 2121
RTINSV R AP R\ P I PG
AR N + T & —
7 4 - r D e

SR S .
D — 4t _ 1Y 1 "
\;ju | |'3 |3 ’02 -
@ f ! v !
«2|2 ¢V —
1 s
15\ ¥ #. (#:) 4\” 5] ﬁ ! 4 3d\ 3 - . ‘ I ‘I
QJ \. y 2 F - y 2 t \. 7. 7] ﬁl ;
¢ 4 < 3 A < ¢ Y |
cvil ¢VI = )
A st i j /_ZJ jﬂJ gﬁl ﬂl p J ﬁfl 4J 4T
(ORI e 2 ==F {
Py 3 | 3
5
I\Y
CIv 1 !
9 3 (lﬁ‘) 4 2/-\44 g %\#,d J 4] i zi J/\ Iy
o —— : . . - b “%e
S O S rl
3 3 @
5 ¢II3—\ lb(tlv
Ay o L, Dy 2 b N 9
\J llt!'JJ.TH‘I' ‘h". .' .
A\SVJ -:#1 il . : : ‘3 .7 /J +/
o1l
r F
cn Cv (Y 220V ol
13 35 B > . 3 o @ﬁd | o 4
) { v ( 9, Jf
¢ 2121 cl %‘112\{ ¢Vl
AT I I I R B ST Ny DG
65 : — e £
Sn ! A S S S LV

- 46 -




CIv

ANV

—_—

CVI

Y=

Q¢VvI
Pl

E

r

¢vin
5

4

s

LAl
ST

Y #pT#

ANV

3 N

crv

(AY|

Dyl I3

1,y D

gty

¢t

(0%

7_-

(o}

23
A 4t

"

ANV

Gavotte en rondeau

ClI—

7] TS

(
Pl

£

CII
)
i

4

| 4

.

\J #UT e
"

)

y

CIv
Y

.

.
®

.o

¢l

0

"

[ -

N

ANV
)

Y gtd o
i

ANV

02

Y aptte

ANV

-47 -



T

¢

TJ) [T

CI

hq)

.

(2)

CIv

o

¢ =

7]
| 3

39
A 4 B
"’ w T 0 y

29
32
A\\NVJ

26
A4t

-
#

A\

" (]
#

A\NV/
)

A\\NVJ
o

A <
= ®
A [ — 9,
- /
¥ 1
~er)
. <+ ﬂ
QT
)
- |
[l -
=
I\)L
Y JY L DR
B o
= y
Q™
(=
—cer
N\
- =
<
(=} \\;
\ =
/]
= |
TR
— 1 %MW“ﬁ
(=}
— %
B =8
R ()
L C
|
==
0 ™
[l w mw\v

-48 -



Y

S

PN

¢

IPHPE

[N -

‘/\‘ (]:“—\

\J LT e
I'n
"

43
A 4t

Cll—— -

s

A\SV}

L7 1
1

&)

I

7SV .
i

A\SVJ
A\SV/

¢
C—

ay —

™
\SV
)

..

¢l

T [T

CI

63
A 4t
A\SVJ

=L Cll—

[\ -

.

6
A 4 4

Yt
|'ﬂ

\SV,
)

-49 .



u4

CIv

CII

C1v

70
A 4t

eprFrepelenr

#4

P —

3

C1l—
|
to @

|3

3

|3

\J LT e
I'n
"

Y agttE
f

[ [an)

ANV

78

2y

crv

82

A\SVJ
A\SV/

(3)

(3]
-

89

[an
\SV
)

prs

Ipp!

| 4 4

()
>

.

3
fe

Y wpme
“

[R™

C1v

IR

caQvV———
| N
P o

.

cu

IENPE

96

N

\SV,
)

[ -

-50-



¢

CIv

cvil
D .

crv

4N

Minuet I

A\SVJ

IBpRED

Ol =

? # 4

A\SV}

crv

10
A 4t

CIV

()

(3

AN
y 2

A
7 <t
=

-51 -

(Y

QI

14

Aty
i aptth
#

18
26

A\NV
A\SV}
ANV
N
A\SVJ



Minuet I1

rl

1T

=

P
—3 11

o

1]

—
4

8,
\J JltrJJ.'I'H!I'

~

A o

Y gt
il

A\SV}

1]

|| o

¢

v

¥ 4,
\J JI!!'JJ.TH'F 0]

[l

ge

4
[

7 -

(3)

CV———
3

A\NV
)

(3)

.7_

17
A 4t
gt

A\SV}

A
[
| e _
U:I
- @)
L]
<+
=
e
% phy
<
(o}
2
<
« N
o
| Yl L
= il
£ Y
- dﬁ
I@ w <4 | |1~
<
g 2 7_‘ Ay
4.
a4 % 21 ~
- o
-~
EL%
e
=
s e
) Ny w

q
8
I
iR W
SIS A MDFM
o
Q
©
< O
q
.~
g &
o | &
<9 N
1 BAl
<+ Ii

-52.-



/’ T

Bourée

-

T~

Y

CVII—

ﬁ(fEVH —

¥ 4,
\J JI!!'JJ.TH'F v

1 I

o

Cll

Cl

7 -

crv

(3

e

-53.-

N2
& 2] m

0

S| 4

13

N #,
\\SV

7 - 1
20

ANV
A\NV

Y aptte




0]

CIvV

(pr

Cll

~/
3
07
——
Cll —

(3)

.

Cll—

2
CcV—m—mMmMmMm—
@

- ¥

.

L

e o
ﬁ A

(11

Crv

CH—

—

s

TEAVAR
\2\J

P

CIl——

Cl

gty

33
A 4t

26
A 4t
A\SV

ANV,

ANV,

. #

-54 -

(3)

(3]

@)
o
z He| || &
'|2 N
\ A L
1 = 11N
[ Y
= . [
| Y
\
/_ )
i ol
. / 9 W
-9 [l e_
| < ‘!H
T
P
~ <
N
L A,
v Wb Lhl ®.
1 E =< ) V.
JL - &) A 1 g% =
i wa vl f=s vl
< mU\v E=S E=S
N ESS =
E SN E .
@ 3hunmw\v oy

gty
#

ANV,
ANV,
ANV,



=i

CVI

(]

(1)

ANV

(L tat

(o}

'4

13

A\SV}
)

Cll—

<+ a”
o o —
<+ ¥\ iy o
) e —
o™ R o
= 4 _\
A T e
— u @ /n.\ 1
= A\
>
2 L
(L0 ey
< i|l m ~®
I -
B N || o~
ol
e
AH»./
=L N, N
<+
- \ AHIHH!
I o
ol
/
o/ 1
o ]
- [ I e
\i o™
] T
[aa]
| | 4l o
S
« [ Y | ﬁ
q |
= o —
© A
wNH | a” Ny -
L =
= =
©0 N
® e

~%

%

ci

(2]

CIv

L -

Y wgtte

CI
Y]
o/
I

f

CIv
Y]

O

¢

3

gt

ANV
)

r \
e
o
A |
I a M
>
MY e
= o
(=)
o o
a -
<
ol -
[=)
4 o
! 2
\ ler C
<t
< )
4% D
-9
Y e le”
h_
- ™
+®
Ud,/ (o8]
- v
= = =
5
= == v
N >
~ e

MT [
.
= ) T
u.l
.
[ ]
o || e
a
B
\'.A\ r4

Y T e
bl

"

-55-



Prelude, Fugue and Allegro (bwv 998)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)

Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000)

J.S. Bach
Leipzig (1723 - 1750)
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Prelude (bwv 999)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)
Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000)
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Fugue (bwv 1000)

Edited and fingered by Jerry Willard (Ariel, 1980) and Frank Koonce (Kjos, 1989)
Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000)

J. S. Bach
Cothen (1717 - 1723)
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Fugue (bwv 1001%*)

Edited and fingered by Frank Koonce (Kjos 1989) J. S. Bach
Further edited and re-fingered by C. Nelson (2000) Cothen (1717 - 1723)
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