


INTRODUCTION
Las 20 Estampas de Mexico fueron sugeridas por Mr. Dean Kamei, Presidente de la compafiia GSP. Estas 20 pequefias piezas no fueron escritas como
estudios didacticos en si, como lo son los de Sor, Villa-Lobos o Brouwer, por mencionar algunos. Si bien, estan seleccionadas en orden progresivo de
dificultad, pero no pretenden ser un manual de férmulas técnicas. Més bien, estan pensadas para que los jovenes guitarristas conozcan algunos ritmos
y formas musicales tradicionales de México. Escritas en diferentes tonalidades, para sugerir lo mas posible, las distintas ambientaciones de los lugares
caracteristicos de mi pais.
— Julio César Oliva (Mexico, 2002)

The 20 Sketches of Mexico were suggested by Dean Kamei of GSP. These 20 little pieces were not written as studies as such, like those of Sor, Villa-
Lobos, or Brouwer, to mention a few. They are arranged progressively in order of difficulty, but are not intended to be a manual of technical formulas.
They are intended for young guitarists who will become acquainted with some traditional Mexican rhythms and musical forms. They are written in
different tonalities, to suggest as much as possible, the distinct ambience of these typical places in my country.

TRANSLATIONS

1 The Zone of Silence is a place in northern Mexico between the states of Durango, Chihuahua, and Coahuila. This area is known for unusual
events such as: falling meteorites, magnetizing of compasses, faulty electronic communications, and other unexplainable phenomena.

] Popocatépetl and Ixtaccthuatl are the most famous volcanoes in Mexico. Popocatépetl (hill that smokes) is the country’s second highest volcano
after Pico de Orizaba. Ixtaccfhuatl (Sleeping Woman) is a mountain whose outline resembles the body of a nude woman sleeping face up. Both peaks
are near each other. There is a legend that talks about the eternal love between these two characters. Both are covered with snow.

HI El Tepeyac is a little hill in the northern part of Mexico City where the Virgin de Guadalupe made four appearances to the Indian Juan Diego
in 1531. Years later, the Basilica de Guadalupe was built by the Spaniards. To one side one finds the new Basilica of Modern Architecture. People on

pilgrimages from all over the world arrive there every day.

v This bay, located in the state of Guerrero has the most traditional beaches in Mexico. Among many tourist attractions, The most famous is of
the expert swimmers from this region who dive from the steep rocks of more than 50 meters high, making this daily spectacle, unique to this place.

\Y Teotihuacan, del Najisy — City of The Gods — is one of the most famous archeological zones in Mexico and the entire world. Its two enormous
pyramids, one of the Sun and one of the Moon are located very near to Mexico City. Only the Pyramid of Keops in Egypt is higher in altitude than the
Pyramid of the Sun.

\Y| This beautiful place is located in the state of Oaxaca. Its Pacific Ocean beaches and climate are unique in Mexico.

VIl The Yucatan Peninsula is on the Gulf of Mexico and one finds many archeological zones here: Tulum, Uxmal, Coba, and most important of all,
Chichén ltza.

VIII  The small lakes of Montebello start in the state of Chiapas and end at the Guatemalan border. These beautiful lakes are in the middle of the
Lacandona Forests and the almost sixty of them exhibit an indescribable beauty and fantastic colors in their waters.

IX Ensenada is famous for its thousand-mile race, the international sailboat race, and also as the location for the filming of movies like The Titanic.
X Culiacan is the capital of Sinaloa State. It is famous for its beautiful women and for the big waves of the Mazatlan beaches.

Xi Guanajuato — in the Tarasca language means “Place of the Frogs”. Founded by the Spaniards in 1557, this beautiful city of beautiful architecture,
remembers the castles and Arabic buildings of Spain.

Xl Puerto Vallarta is located in the state of Jalisco. It has one of the most beautiful beaches in Mexico as well as an exotic vegetation.
XII  LaRumorosa is a mysterious place with an almost moonlike landscape, belonging to the state of Baja California and very near to the US border.

XIV  Cancinissituated at the end of the Yucatan Peninsula and in a very short time, has been converted into one of the most visited areas in Mexico
by international tourists — for its beautiful Caribbean beaches and exotic colored waters.

XV  Tijuana— inthe Cominilanguage means “near the water”. This is a city in Baja California, located at the border of the US, with a large abundance
of US tourists.

XVI  Tenochitlan. From the Aztec language — place of stone and the prickly pear —. Founded by the Aztecs in approximately 1325. It was conquered
by Herman Cortes in 1521. After the destruction of this great city, the Spaniards built the New Spain. At the present time this is Mexico City.

XVII  The Grijalva River is the longest and most important in Mexico and is named after the Spanish conquistador, Juan de Grijalva who discovered
it in 1518. It crosses several states of southeast Mexico and most of Chiapas.

XVl Tzintzuntzan is a small town in the state of Michoacan and located next to Lake Patzcuaro. There are archeological ruins in this region. Tarascc
is the native language in which the word Tzintzuntzan means Hummingbird.

XIX  The Jarana, a stringed instrument similar to the guitar, is used by groups playing the traditional music of the state of Veracruz. The Veracruz
melodies are typical of the Gulf of Mexico region.

XX The Mexican street singer originated in the state of Jalisco, approximately in 1864. The term mariachi is derived from the French — marriage
(wedding). During the French intervention, the regional groups played festive music at French weddings. Originally, the mariachi groups did not include
trumpets. The sounds and melodies of Jalisco are typical of the region. The unmistakable sound of the mariachi has become international.



20 Estampas de México

México, 2001

Julio César Oliva

I - LA ZONA DEL SILENCIO

Durango

Adagio J: ca 76
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La Zona del Silencio es un lugar al norte de México ubicado entre los estados de Durango, Chihuahua y Coahuila. Se caracteriza por hechos

fisicos poco comunes: caida de meteoritos, imantacién de las brtjulas, comunicaciones electronicas defectuosas y otros fendmenos inexplicables.
(English translation on page 2)
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II - LOS VOLCANES
Popocatépetl — Ixtaccihuatl

Andante J: ca 84
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El Popocatépetl y el Ixtaccthuatl son los dos volcanes mas famosos de México. El Popocatépetl (cerro que humea) es el segundo volcan mas alto
del pafs después del Pico de Orizaba, El Ixtaccthuat! (Mujer Dormida) es una montafia y su cima se asemeja al cuerpo de una mujer desnuad
dormida boca arriba. Ambas cimas estan cerca una de otra. Y cuenta la leyenda del amor eterno que se turieron los dos personajes: Ixtaccthuatl
es herida de muerte por una flecha y Popocatépet! la deja en la cima de la montafia y el se dirige a la cima cercana y muere. Los dos son
cubiertos por la nieve. (English translation on page 2)
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Andante J: ca 88
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III - EL. TEPEYAC

Himno a la Virgen de Guadalupe
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El Tepeyac es un pequefio cerro ubicado al norte de la Ciudad de México en donde la Virgen de Guadalupe hizo cuatro apariciones en 1531 al
indio Juan Diego. Afios mas tarde fue erigida la Basflica de Guadalupe por los Espafioles. A un lado se encuentra la nuevga Basflica de
arquitectura moderna. Diariamente llegan peregrinos de todas partes del mundo. (English translation on page 2)
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IV - ACAPULCO
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Esta bahia del estado de Guerrero tiene las playas de mas tradicion en México. Entre muchas atracciones turfsticas, el famoso clavado que
realizan diariamente expertos nadadores de la region lanzandose desde un acantilado de rocas de mas de 50 metros de altura, lo hace un

espectaculo tinico de este lugar. (English translation on page 2)
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10
V - TEOTIHUACAN

Andante J: ca 88
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Teotihuacan, del nahuat! -— Ciudad de los dioses —. Es una de las zonas arqueoldgicas mas famosas de México y del mundo. Sus dos enormes
piramides, las del Sol y de la Luna se localizan muy cerca de la Ciudad de México. Sélo la piramide de Keops, en Egipto, supera en altura a la del
Sol. (English translation on page 2)
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VI - PUERTO ESCONDIDO

Oaxaca

Allegro moderato J: ca 132
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En el estado de Oaxaca se localiza este bello lugar, sus playas pertenecientes al Océano Pacifico y su clima, lo hace Ginico en México.

(English translation on page 2)
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VII - YUCATAN
Andante J: ca 88
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La peninunsula de Yucatan se encuentra ubicada en el Golfo de México y ahf se localizan muchas zonas arqueoldgicas: Tulum, Uxmal, Coba, y la
mas importante de todas Chichén [tz4. (English translation on page 2)
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VIII - LAGUNAS MAGICAS
Montebello, Chiapas
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Las Lagunas de Montebello se encuentran en el estado de Chiapas y terminan en la frontera con Guatemala. Estas hermosas lagunas estan en
medio de la selva lacandona y casi sesenta de ellas exhiben una belleza indescriptible y unos colores fantasticos en sus aguas.
(English translation on page 2)
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Andante J: ca 88
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IX - ENSENADA
Baja California
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Ensenada es famosa por su carrera de las mil millas, la regata internacional de veleros y dltimamente como locacion parga filmar peliculas como
la de Titanic. (English translation on page 2)
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a José Alfredo Jiménez

X - FLOR DE CULIACAN

Sinaloa
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Culiacan es la capital del estado de Sinaloa. Tiene fama por sus bellas mujeres y por las olas altas de las playas de Mazatlan.

(English translation on page 2)
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XI - GUANAJUATO

Allegro -l: ca 152
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Guanajuato. En lengua tarasca Huana-xuato (lugar de ranas). Fundada por los Espafioles en 1557, esta bella ciudad de hermosa arquitectura
recuerda un poco los castillos y construcciones Arabes de Espafia. (English translation on page 2)
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XII - PUERTO VALLARTA
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Puerto Vallarta estd situado en el estado de Jalisco, tiene una de la playas mas bellas de México asf como una exdtica vegetacion.

(English translation on page 2)
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XIII - LA RUMOROSA
Baja California
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La Rumorosa es un lugar misterioso y con paisaje casi lunar, perteneciente al estado de Baja California y muy cerca de territorio norteamericano.

(English translation on page 2)
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XIV - CANCUN

Allegro J: ca 132
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Cancin esta situado al final de la Penfnunsula de Yucatan y se ha convertido en poco tiempo en uno de los lugares mas visitados de México por
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el turismo internacional, por sus hermosas playas caribefias y los exéticos colores de sus aguas. (English translation on page 2)
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XV - TIJUANA
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Tijuana. En lengua cochimf “Tiguan” (cerca del agua). Ciudad del estado de Baja California, en la frontera con Estados Unidos, con una gran
afluencia de turistas de este pafs. (English translation on page 2)
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XVII - RIO GRIJALVA
Chiapas

Allegro moderato J: ca92
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El rio Grijalva es el mas largo e importante de México y su nombre se debe al conquistador Espafiol Juan de Grijalva quien lo descubri6 en 1518.
Atraviesa algunos estados del sureste de México y la mayor parte en Chiapas. (English translation on page 2)
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Tzintzuntzan es un pequefio poblado del estado de Michoacan ubicado junto al lago de Patzcuaro. Existen restos arqueoldgicos en la region. El
tarasco es la lengua de origen y el vocablo Tzintzuntzan significa: colibrf. (English translation on page 2)
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La jarana es un instrumento de cuerdas parecido a la guitarra que utilizan los grupos musicales de la mdsica tradicional del estado de Veracruz.
Los sones jarochos son tipicos de la region del Goilfo de México. (English translation on page 2)
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XX - TROMPETAS

Jalisco

Allegro moderato J =cal44
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El mariachi se origina en el estado de Jalisco aproximadamente en 1864. El vocablo mariachi dedriva del Francés — marriage — (boda). En la
intervencion Francesa los grupos regionales tocaban miisica festiva en las bodas de los Franceses. Originalmente el mariachi no inclufa
trompetas. Los sones jaliscienses son tipicos de la region. El sonido inconfundible del mariachi ha logrado internacionalizarse.

(English translation on page 2)
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