











PERFORMANCE NOTES

THE 5:55 - Laurence Juber

This piece has a ragtime bounce with a stightly gypsy feel. The opening cycles a simple Em—C7-Em—C7-Em—C7-B7-Em pattern.
The B section at 19 modulates to G for the first six bars and then, via a C} m7b5 transition in 25-26, flirts with
E-melodic minor before a trick cadence at 35-36 sets up a return to G and then a cycle of fifths set-up in 37-38 for the

return to E minor in 39. An ascending chromatic sequence sets up the solo section that begins at 63; this solo was
improvised on the recording and can change in performance.

In the coda, the chromatic sequence is reversed in 85-88 before being reprised to set up the ending.

BAHAMA BEACH - David Cullen

The opening of “Bahama Beach” should have reggae flair to it. The rhythms should swing slightly. The opening
harmonics are there to imitate the sound of a steel drum. Always use free-strokes. Also be generous with the use of your
“a” finger. Keep the rhythm swinging with a backbeat on 2 and 4.

BLUE COUNTERPOINT - David Cullen

“Blue Counterpoint” is a piece that allows the player to rock out a bit. This piece uses elements of rhythm and blues and
a straight-up, old time gospel beat. Let your foot tap on beats 2 and 4 to really get the feel of this piece. Use a straight
eighth-note rhythm.

CREST OF THE REVOLUTION - Doug Smith

An instrument called the Chapman Stick inspired the left-hand tapping technique I use in “Crest of the Revolution.”
The trickiest thing is putting the left-hand tapping and the right-hand harmonics together at all the right-moments.
Make sure the left-hand figure is comfortably under your fingers before adding the right hand.

Measure 14: The switch from tapping/harmonics to standard fingerstyle and back may take extra practice,

Measure 38: I continue playing these harmonics with the right hand and then in the next measure switch to standard
fingerstyle harmonics.

GO AHEAD AND PLAY - David Cullen

In my early days as a jazz guitarist playing in jazz and blues clubs I learned a lot. Most of the time I was inspired by the
crowd. They let me know if I was cutting it or not. When I played well they would say "Go Ahead and Play!"

GROOVE ETUDE - David Cullen

“Groove Etude” is a funky number for the classical guitar. Remember to keep your internal eighth-notes swinging; this
will bring out the groove.

INDIGO BLUE - David Cullen

“Indigo Blue” is a jazzy shuffle that found its way onto the classical guitar. Establish a strong groove to the piece by
repeating the first measure a lot. Again, sorry about the big stretch with the C/D and E/D. Stretch that pinky out on the
5th fret of the A string. Take a break and do it again; it will get easier after a while.

MIDARI - David Cullen

“Midari” is a piece inspired by pentatonic scales and the beautiful rolling hills of Pennsylvania. Be careful not to rush this
one. Keep a nice steady time feel and the rhythms will become evident.



NITPICKIN’ - Mike Dowling

Mastering this tune will depend upon getting what I call a “two-against-three” syncopation in your right hand. You'll
confront this syncopation in the very first passage and it may remind you somewhat of “In the Mood”. Although I
describe this syncopation as “two-against-three” (because the melody notes are grouped in threes), it’s really only a quarter-
note bass against an eighth-note melody. It’s a good rhythmic motif for guitar players to know, whether you use it in my
tune or incorporate it into one of your own. I've transcribed my single string lines in the middle section and they ought
to be played with the thumb striking the notes on the beat and the fingers picking up on the “ands”. This technique, which
is certainly not original with me, will help you keep your rhythm on track. But remember, since the thumb carries more
weight to it you may have to make a conscious effort to keep the thumb from dominating the fingered notes in the single
line passages. I know I do.

SLIPPIN’ AND DRIPPIN’ - Kenny Sultan

“Slippin’ and Drippin’ is played in the position of E tuned down a half step. Again, this makes it very funky sounding
but it is not necessary to tune down to have a real blues on your hand. Play it as slow as you can and still keep a rhythm
going. You are going to notice some “double bassing” (two bass notes per beat) and some very cool bends. Have fun.

SUNDAY SONATA - Doug Smith

Most of “Sunday Sonata” is made-up of the six-note rhythmic phrase that starts the tune. A countermelody enters at CI.
On the CD Labyrinth, this appears as an ensemble piece, but it started out as a solo. Overall, the tune should have an
upbeat, bouncy feel.

The first two chords you play in measures 6, 7, and 8 should be played slightly staccato to accentuate the rhythm.
By contrast, Section D (measure 34) should be played very smoothly.

Measure 40: Hold this chord down for the whole measure while playing the right-hand harmonics.

Measure 44: Notice that a snippet of the original melody makes an appearance here.

THE TEMPEST - Doug Smith

“The Tempest” is the result of two of my main musical influences coming together: classical guitar and rock n’ roll.
This piece should be played with a lot of drive. There should also be a slight natural accent on the first note of each group
of three notes to help drive it.

Measure 30: It helps to form an open Am chord here and leave the third finger down for the next two chords.

Measure 74: Pay close attention to the left-hand fingerings during this section.

Measure 111: The last chord is easier to hit if you have a cutaway.
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The left hand taps the bass line while the right hand taps the melody.
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By MIKE DOWLING
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